
 
 

 
 
 
 
From the gardener’s corner…Aren’t we lucky? So far no frost and the weatherman  
predicts a warm winter. I hope it passes us this year! Later in the month, prune roses even if 
they have not lost all their leaves. Remove crowded or crossed branches and open the center of 
the plant for good light exposure and airflow. Prune branches at a 45-degree angle just above a 
bud that faces outward or toward a side that needs filling in. Remove any leaves that have dead 
or diseased portions and destroy (don’t compost) them. Spray roses and the soil around them 
with dormant oil or with a copper fungicide. Replace or renew mulch and toss 2 ounces (4 
tablespoons) of Epsom salts at the base of each rose and water it in. Begin fertilizing 6 weeks 
later. 
 
Prune Crepe Myrtles to force growth of new flowering wood. Prune dormant deciduous 
flowering vines, shade trees, fruit and nut trees. Repair structural weakness and remove vigorous 
vertical growing branches (waterspouts). The height or width of the tree can be reduced, taking 
care not to overprune in any single year. This encourages excessive new growth and less fruit.  
Pruning citrus requires a different approach. Remove entire branches to the trunk. Heading 
branches back (cutting off only portions) will remove wood that would have blossomed and set 
fruit this coming season and stimulate more bushy growth. 
 
Feed azaleas, camellias and rhododendrons by renewing their peat mulch and working 
cottonseed meal into the top two inches of soil. Use a half-cup for small plants and up to a cup 
for larger ones. 
 
Spray…It is time for another spraying of dormant oil for fruit trees. Choose a day when the 
temperature stays above 40-degrees and the wind is calm. For peach leaf curl, choose a fungicide 
such as Orthorix or Microcrop. 
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George & Carol with their beautiful roses on our Ga rden Tour & Tea 2005  

 

TTTHHHEEE   GGGAAARRRDDDEEENNNEEERRR’’’SSS   CCCOOORRRNNNEEERRR   
“““ RRROOOSSSEEESSS””” !!!    
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